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for example. It isn't really our affair what she
does* If her husband doesn't know all about
her, then he's a fool; if he does and condones it,
then that is his business/'
"A study of one's fellow-beings and their
actions is always of interest to intelligent people/' I
say*
The naval officer now joins in the conversation*
44 Yes, that's true* But if you do that, surely you
can suppress the bad, and only comment on the good
you see ?"
The woman of title, not perhaps unnaturally,
takes this as a shaft directed at herself*
"The voice of public opinion, young man," she
says firmly, "is, now and again, the only thing that
will keep some people within the bounds of com-
mon decency*"
The atmosphere is now becoming a little strained
and so I tell what I think is an amusing story*
"That.reminds me," I say to the table in general*
"A most amusing thing happened to me last week*
I was at a cocktail-party at the------Palace, where I
was introduced to a very pretty and smart young
woman* She was sitting on the edge of a chester-
field, drinking sherry* It appeared that she had
only recently come to the island, so I asked her
whether her husband was in the Army or the Navy*
And what do you think she said in reply ?"